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Dear Croydon Vineyard Estate residents,

What an eventful year it has been! Who could have imagined that our 
lives would take such a dramatic turn in 2020? Despite the circumstances, 
we have to remain grateful for the people in our lives, and this Christmas 
season will be extra special sharing it with family and friends.

While the lockdown brought us new challenges, it also forced us to 
adapt to changing environments quickly. I wish to thank the previous 
Trustees for continuing their term undaunted for an extended period and 
we also welcome the new Trustees who bring a wealth of knowledge 

and experience to the Board of Trustees. The community of 
Croydon Vineyard Estate has come alive and Friday Food Trucks 
are a popular gathering hotspot, sharing good food and excellent 
Croydon wines. Several lifestyle events like vineyard walks and art 
displays have provided Croydonites with interesting activities right 
on their doorstep.

The Estate staff worked well as a team to maintain the gardens and 
vineyards of the Estate. Even through the lockdown, the essential 
services of the Estate were maintained without fail. The financial 
position of the Estate remains strong with new administrative 
procedures implemented and the reserve fund growing strongly. 
The security systems of the Estate remain a top priority and 
several electronic components were replaced during the year. 4
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ESTATE MANAGER’S LETTERThe Wine Company continues to make us proud 
as the awards for Croydon Vineyards keep 
coming as the quality of our wines are improving 
with each passing year. As the seasons come and 
go, the vineyards are such a treat and we are 
very blessed to live in such unique surroundings.

All of this of course would not be possible 
without the support from our homeowners and 
residents. From the Estate management, we wish 
everyone a peaceful and happy festive season. 

Kind regards,
Tobie Esterhuyzen
Estate Manager

We wish to take this opportunity to thank Tobie 
for his past endeavours and wish him well for 
the future!



Due to the low volume of olives from the harvest this year, there 
is limited availability of the Unfiltered Extra Virgin Olive Oil which 
comes in 500ml bottles.

Each resident has until 14 December to purchase one bottle for 
R70. Thereafter it is first come, first served without restriction.

CROYDON VINEYARD 
ESTATE 

Olive Oil
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WINE

As shareholders, we can be immensely 
proud of these achievements.

It would however be remiss not to thank 
the people who are credited with the 
hard work to make these awards possible: 
Nico Grobler, Rikus Neethling, Jannie 
Alexander, Oom Ben and, last but not 
least, the CVE general staff who diligently 
tend to the vineyards.

Covenant Chenin 2019: 
- Wine Magazine: 90 points
- Terrior Awards: Stellenbosch Winner
- Gold Vitis Vinefera
- Platter Guide: four stars
- Veritas SO (Silver Outstanding)
 
Covenent Cabernet Sauvignon 2018:
- Platter Guide: four stars
- Decanter Wine Magazine: 90 points

Title Deed Cape Blend: 
- Gold Wine Awards: Gold 

Covenant MCC: 
- Platter Guide: four stars

Wine Co. would like to thank the 
homeowners and residents for their 
support in 2020. Thanks for spreading 
the word and promoting Croydon 
Vineyard Estate and thereby making 
your winery a success!

After all is said and done, we are afloat 
on the same bottle… oops, I mean 
boat!
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a synopsis  

AnnuAl PoTjiEkoS CoMPETiTion 
The event was well attended, even though 
there were only four competing teams! The 
fact that the wind was blowing didn’t stop 
any of the teams from the task at hand and 
enjoying themselves as much as the judges 
and sideline supporters. In true Croydon 
style, the wine flowed and a good time was 
had by all. It is fair to say, however, that all 
of the teams were winners. That’s the story, 
and we’re sticking to it!

WinE SAfAri AnD ArT ExhiBiTion 
A very successful wine safari accompanied by 
two resident artists showcasing their specific 
art forms and ascetically enhancing our 
beautiful Estate.

of Past Events 
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Support from the sidelines!                                                          

Meet the artists…



hEriTAgE DAy 
Heritage Day is traditionally celebrated as National Braai Day 
(which is second nature to South Africans!). Croydonites 
didn’t need a second invitation and enjoyed a dop ‘n tjop, 
uniting together to perform the Jerusalema dance that has 
gone viral globally. Click here to view the video.

WinE CluB
There have been a series of Wine Club evenings which have 
proved to be very popular and booked to capacity on each 
occasion. A range of Croydon wines are tasted together with 
a range of wines from either a local or international caliber.

1. CABERNET SAUVIGNON 
2. CHENIN BLANC
3. MCC FOOD PAIRING

Three vintages of Croydon MCC were tasted 
together with three French MCCs and paired 
with Thao Cockin’s Vietnamese culinary delights!
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PAST EVENTS

Cabernet Sauvignon Tasting

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k6YNImwe50dE5DmxWC00NxqyTwzXryq2/view?usp=sharing
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Insight into 
oom ben!
I don’t think anybody can dispute that Oom Ben 
is the heart and soul of Croydon, or realise how 
much love and pride Oom Ben has for Croydon – 
which is often referred to as “my plaas”!

The following email was shared with the office 
staff by Oom Ben, together with the photos 
taken with his cell phone:

Middag almal,
Dit lyk so mooi as die tuine blom. Ek het geleer 
dat mens nie iets beskadig of vernietig as jy dit 
nie self kan maak nie. Die laaste foto toon hoe 
soutbos verwoes is tussen Taurus en Pisces Lane 
deur daar op te trap. Dag ek noem dit maar net!

Vriendelikegroete/Kind regards,
Ben van Zyl 
Maintenance Manager



meet the trustees

I was born in Northern Ireland and 
moved to Scotland at the age of four. 
After graduating from the University of 
Strathclyde Glasgow with an Honours 
Degree in Civil Engineering, I married 
Catherine and moved to Johannesburg, 

ArnolD BEll (ChAirMAn)
Portfolio: Architecture, 
Governance & Legal

South Africa in 1973. We have one daughter 
and granddaughter in Abu Dhabi and 
one son in Johannesburg. I worked with a 
consulting engineering company from 1974 
to 1992 and formed my own consultancy 
in 1992 (Shepherd Bell International). 
Thereafter, I amalgamated my company with 
a large consulting engineering company 
(SiVEST) in 2001 and retired officially in 
2011, although I continued with various 
large projects until 2014.

My career encompassed most aspects of civil 
and structural engineering with an emphasis 
on mining and industrial projects in the early 
days to sugar mills across Africa in the later 
stages. Currently, I’m still assisting with my 

previous company with ad hoc assignments 
on various projects in the Western Cape. 
Catherine and I moved down to Croydon 
Vineyard Estate in October 2017. My hobbies 
include music, playing guitar, cycling (I’ve 
done the Argus four times), running (I’ve done 
10 Comrades, five Two Oceans and four Long 
Tom Pass events). Currently, I enjoy hiking in 
the surrounding mountains.

I’m appointed as Chairman with the portfolio 
of Governance and Legal. Having been a 
Trustee and Chairman for the past two years, 
I want to continue with and ensure good 
governance and transparency along with 
the efficient running of the Estate to 
consolidate it as one of the best around. 11



Chris godenir (Vice Chairman) 
Portfolio: Communication, 

Lifestyle, Marketing & Staffing

Alison, my wife, Kade, my son, and I 
have called Croydon Vineyard Estate 
home since 2012. We have watched the 
Estate evolve significantly over the past 
eight years. Initially, we played a very 
active social role in the Croydon Estate 
community, however as the number 

of residents grew and individual opinions 
became stronger and the politics became 
more complicated, we chose to take more of 
a backseat and watch from the sidelines. My 
home is my largest personal investment and 
I wish to ensure that the value is maintained. 
In order to contribute to the security of this 
investment, I realised to have an opinion I 
must be prepared to get involved and put my 
name forward as a Trustee, and, subsequently, 
I was elected. 

I was born in the UK in 1959 and moved 
with my family to South Africa in 1972. 
I was educated at St Andrews College in 
Grahamstown and completed a post-matric 
year in 1977. The following year, much to 
the distress of my father (a successful Civil 
Engineer and Project Manager), I started my 
career in hospitality as a room service waiter at 
the Carlton Hotel in Johannesburg. I went on 

to do a Management Traineeship funded by 
myself, and the rest is history. 

Having worked in management, it is my aim 
as a Trustee responsible for communication 
to strengthen an environment of 
transparency, good governance and trust. 
I along with the other Trustees am willing 
to mentor the Croydon leadership team 
in their all round skills particularly in the 
area of face to face communication and 
visibility and also support Rikus and Nicole 
in Life Style. Having been a trustee for 
a few weeks, it is in my humble opinion 
that the Estate Manager has often been 
misinterpreted and I wish to ensure that the 
Estate Manager gets guidance and support 
to meet their key performance targets as 
defined in their performance management 
plan and can be held accountable.
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MEET THE TRUSTEES



AWiE PAPEnfuS
Portfolio: Maintenance 

& Utilities

I was born and bred in the Northern 
Cape alongside the Orange River 
and graduated at Maties and then at 
Tukkies after moving to Pretoria. I’m a 
civil engineer by profession holding a 
doctorate in Transportation Engineering 
from Tukkies.

I’m married to Theresa and we lived in 
Pretoria with our three sons. After 40 
years in Pretoria and visiting the Western 
Cape at least once a year, we moved 
here in 2015. We lived at Kleinmond 
whilst building a house in Croydon 
Vineyard Estate (CVE) where we settled 
in 2016. 

My hobbies include fishing, cycling 
(I’ve done the Argus six time) and 

golfing. For many years, I was in charge of a 
computerised Road Network Management 
System for the Transvaal that consisted of 93 
500km of roads, and after the split into four 
provinces, I was still in charge for Gauteng. 
This includes inter alia Traffic Counting System 
as based on the PhD thesis, as well as various 
other management systems, including a 
Maintenance Management System. 

I’m still practising as a specialist consultant 
for the Western Cape and SANRAL, as 
well as assisting independent engineering 
consultants. I’m tasked with Maintenance 
and Utilities at CVE. My passion and vision is 
to contribute towards making our Estate the 
best maintained one in the area with the most 
pleasant living conditions.

MEET THE TRUSTEES
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rEuBEn jorDAAn
Portfolio: Gym, Landscaping, 

Security

I am a proud resident of this beautiful 
Estate where my wife Anél, son Luca, 
daughter Nao-Belle and I have enjoyed 
living since 2013. The easy-living 
atmosphere and culture of the Estate 
along with the brilliant community of 
friends sets our Estate apart from any 
other out there! With this in mind, I 
felt it my duty as owner and resident 
to stand as a Trustee in order to play 
my part in contributing positively to the 
great foundation laid by those who have 
offered their time in the past. 

I believe that my professional experience 
in managing complex and very fast-paced 
supply chain and logistics businesses, 
where customer service is at the heart of 
my team’s daily objectives, will enable me 
to contribute to the future success of our 

Estate. My current role as Shoprite Supply 
Chain Executive for the Western Cape is 
no different, and although setting aside 
time to serve as a Trustee will be taxing, I 
feel it represents an opportunity for me to 
give back to the community that has given 
so much to my family for the past eight 
years.

My main objective for Security is to ensure 
that CVE’s security infrastructure is geared 
to serve the community for the next 
three to five years. My main objective for 
Landscaping is to establish a landscaping 
plan that is aesthetically pleasing, suited 
to the environment, and also financially 
viable.
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I lived in Zululand Ballito and 
Hillcrest before moving to the 
Cape in 2014. I bought and 
built on CVE in 2016 and moved 
in early 2018. I am married to 
Brenda and blessed with our 
daughter Sydney, who lives in 
Rondebosch. We love the security 
and community lifestyle that 

I’ve been involved in the wine 
industry since 2006 after 
graduating from Stellenbosch 
University. I then started my 
own wine brand in 2008. We 
moved to Croydon Vineyard 
Estate in 2010 and for the 
past 10 years, myself and 
Estalet really enjoy calling 
Croydon our home. Our family 
of two has since grown to six 
with the addition of our three 
boys, Andre, Retief and Rikus, 
and Shiraz the labrador.

I’ve been involved with 
Croydon Wine Co. since 2015. 
I’ve seen the Estate, vineyards 
and wines developed over the 
last 10 years, and it’s only a 
pleasure to be involved now 

roB frAnCoiS
Portfolio: Environment, 

Finance, Wine Co.

rikuS nEEThling
Portfolio: Gym, Lifestyle, 
Vineyard, Wine Lounge

Estate living affords homeowners 
and have lived on various estates 
for the past 15 years. My hobbies 
include fishing, cycling and golfing 
(well, just swinging a stick). I did 
a BCom at the University of Natal 
in Business Admin, Management 
Accounting and Economics. I 
worked for 33 years in Corporate 
SA as a General Manager then a 
Managing Director of a R330m 
p.a. business employing 180 
people. I then retired in 2018.

I’ve been a Trustee 17 months and 
my current portfolios are Finance, 
Wine Co. and Environment. I 
would like to achieve accurate, 
transparent and timeous monthly 
financial reporting for the HOA 
and Wine Co. by May 2021.

in the management of our 
beautiful Estate.

I’m tasked with a lifestyle 
and vineyard portfolio, and 
my mission is to make every 
homeowner and resident feel 
part of the Croydon 
family. 15
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My early years and schooling were in 
the Transvaal. I studied at UNISA and 
graduated with an MBA in General 
Management. After a stint in banking, I 
worked for Avis for 16 years at multiple 
locations throughout the country. In 
January 1995, I moved with my wife and 
one-year-old son to Kuwait. This was 

ChriS liDDiCoAT
Portfolio: Administration, 

Staffing, Wine Co.

the start of my 25-year stint in the Middle 
East, also living in Oman and Qatar with 
responsibilities in Dubai and Bahrain. I 
purchased my CVE home in late 2014 which 
we returned to for a few weeks every year 
until I finally moved back to SA in 2019.

Throughput my working career, I have been 
a business startup and turnaround specialist. 
I worked mainly in the banking and finance, 
credit risk and automotive areas and have 
taken on many diverse challenges within 
these responsibilities. I served on multiple 
Boards and governing bodies during this time.

I was elected a CVE Trustee in June 
2019 with responsibility for Staff and 
Administration. Our focus is on maintaining 
fair staff practices and the continuous 
improvement and implementation of 
administrative policies and procedures.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

•	 The building contractors’ holiday is from 18:00 on 18 
December to 7:00 on 4 January 2021.

•	 The HOA office will close on 24 December at 13:00 and 
re-open on 4 January 2021 at 8:00.

•	 Recycling and wheelie bins will not be affected:

-  Recycling will be collected on Tuesday, 29 December.

-  Wheelie bins will be collected on Wednesday, 30  

   December.

We wish all our Homeowner’s and Residents a Blessed 
Christmas and a Happy Healthy New Year!
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12 December
Gingerbread House Building

18 December
Senor Onion Food Truck

31 December
Bring and Braai (TBA) Happy New Year

UPCOMING 
EVENTS
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ESTATE MANAGEMENT

HOA Office
Tel No. 021 843 3610
Fax No. 021 843 3609

ESTATE MANAGER
TOBIE ESTERHUYZEN
estatemanager@croydon-estate.co.za

HOA OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
STACY BOTES
admin@croydon-estate.co.za

FINANCE
SPC (SQUARE PEG CONSULTING)
JANICE BASSON
061 505 3248
janice@spcinc.co.za

LIFESTYLE CO-ORDINATOR
NICOLE KLEM
lifestyle@croydon-estate.co.za

MAINTENANCE MANAGER & 
BUILDING CONTROL
OOM BEN
maintenance@croydon-estate.co.za

SECURITY

Croydon Security - 072 349 8002

XONE SECURITY MANAGER
TREvOR ALExANdER
081 262 0301
security@croydon-estate.co.za

XONE COMMAND CENTRE
021 816 1234   /  061 409 7003



Emergency Numbers:
AMBulAnCE
10177 / 021 852 1653

nETCArE 911
021 422 1543

VErgElEgEn MEDi CliniC
021 850 9000 / 021 851 3399

rED CroSS hoSPiTAl 
021 689 5227

hoTTEnToTS hollAnD hoSPiTAl
021 850 4700

MACASSAr PoliCE 
021 857 1000

CAPE ToWn MuniCiPAliTy
021 467 1614

MACASSAr firE BrigADE
021 444 6790

CAPE ToWn firE ConTrol
021 590 1900

ESkoM / PoWEr fAilurE
0860 037 566

SnAkE CATChEr 
KUILS RIVER -  083 321 7151
STRAND  -  078 576 8665
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If you would like to market your business in 

The Croydon Vineyard Estate Digimag please 

give me a call on 082 777 5541 or pop me a 

mail on amy@fabmags.co.za

CONTACT ME FOR A FULL LIST OF OTHER ESTATES AND RATE CARDS 

AMY MEYER 
DIGISALES

“Advertising is the life of trade.”-Calvin Coolidge



with love from the fabmags team


